
 
 
 
 
 
 
Title of lesson: Revising with Sentence Stretchers      
     
 
Suggested grade/age: grade 1-12    
Approximate time needed to complete lesson: 1-2 days depending on age group 
  
 
Learning objective(s) and significance of lesson: 
 
The main reason to do this lesson is to teach students how to revise their papers that 
they write during writing units. This lesson is taught after students have finished their 
first draft of a writing piece. It can also be used to show students how verbs, nouns, 
and other work categories form the sentence structures of English. It teaches students 
how to write expanded sentences using major parts of speech. 
 
 
 
Brief summary/outline of lesson: 
 
This activity requires the use of an eight-slot chart. Legal size paper or drawing size paper is 
recommended. 
  
Directions: 
Hold your paper horizontally.  Fold it in half, then into fourths, then into eighths.  Number the 
eight slots at the top of the page. 

• Go to slot 4. Label the slot “animal.” Then make the word plural by adding –s or changing 
the form. (wolf/wolves) 

• Go to slot label 5 and label it “verb.” Enter a verb of locomotion. Keep the verb in the base 
form. (e.g., stalk, pounce. Fly) 

• Go to slot 3. Label it “adjective.” Enter an adjective. Think of a powerful adjective such as 
dangerous, courageous, or fierce. 

• Go to slot 2. Label it “determiner.” The determiner is used to determine the amount of 
number. A determiner can be an exact n8umber such as three, or it can be an inexact 
number represented by words such as some, many several, or numerous, or a phrase such 
as a pack of. 

• Go to slot 6. Label it “adverb.” Enter an –ly adverb. An –ly adverb is an adjective to which –ly 
has been added (angry/angrily, brave/bravely). 

• Go to slot 1. Label it “when.” Write when this event occurred (at the stroke of midnight). Be 
sure to begin with a capital letter. Go back to slot 5 and check that the verb is in the right 
form or tense, and change it if necessary. 

• Go to slot 7. Label it “where.” Write where this event is taking place (in the playground). 
• Go to slot 8. Label it “punctuation.” Put in punctuation. 
• Share sentences. 

 
Related Resources: 
Materials: legal size paper or drawing size paper 

Minnesota Writing Project 
---   Demonstration Lesson Template   --- 



 
Rothstein, Andrew, Rothstein, Evelyn, Lauber, Gerald.“Writing as Learning: A Content-Based 
Approach.” Corwin Press, 2007. 
 
Anderson, Jeff. Mechanically Inclined:  Building Grammar, Usage, and     Style into Writer’s 
Workshop.  Portland, E:  Stenhouse Publishers, 2005. ISBN#1-57110-412-7. 
 
 
 
 
 
Possible extensions or adaptations for different purposes/student needs: 

• Take away columns to scaffold up to the 8 columns 
• Folding notebook pages for columns in content notebooks 
• Kindergarten could have a picture with objects, animals, and people. The nouns, 

adjectives and verbs would already be written on cards. The class could describe 
the picture orally. Then the kids could choose one object to describe as caption 
for the picture. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For additional information, contact: 

Deb Stortz:  debstortz@edina.k12.mn.us 
 


